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Provoked by conversations at homes and bedsides this ongoing series of
thoughts on the subject of evil continues. Many struggle to come to a
whole-hearted faith in God because of evil in the world. Still others
struggle to come to terms with their suffering as a result of encountering
evil people. If you have missed the earlier pieces in magazines, the
ladies in the church office will be able to help. This time we tackle all
too briefly the question of the purpose of evil – the dreaded question –
why?
Why? – did our church burn down? Why? – did my son have to die? These
crush the heart and soul of many and to attempt trite or general answers
here is hugely disrespectful – so I won’t – we can speak more into this
issue when God’s existence or power is denied because of the impact or
existence of evil.
Just because we can perceive a godly plan or purpose in a particular
experience of evil or its results does not mean that there is no godly plan
or purpose. The allowing of the horrific torture and then death of the
perfect Jesus Christ on the cross which was undeserved and unjustified
is hard to take unless in God’s greater love it will achieve something
amazing – which we now know from scripture it did achieve. There may
be times when God is working in and around us in a similar way – and we
just can’t see it yet. There is a second thought from both a medical and
philosophical perspective that sees pain as a gift of God woven into our
creation - which keeps us from even greater pain or suffering. Many
references regarding the dangers of not being able to experience pain
and the terrible and dangerous results can be given by those with leprosy,
diabetes, etc. C. S. Lewis – a hero for many challenges us ‘God whispers
to us in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our pains.
It is His megaphone to rouse a deaf world’. (The Problem of Pain 1967).
We often may not be able to give an answer to the question why but can
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we jump to a God-denying conclusion so quickly. Food for some thought
I believe.
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Parish
News
also in the church hall. Your support would be appreciated as all
proceeds are going to church
funds.
The Fund Raising Committee

THE LEPROSY MISSION (TLM)
From 27 January to 27 April 2019,
donations to The Leprosy Mission
were doubled by the government.
We joined the TLM ‘Heal Nepal’
campaign and our treasurer was
able to send a cheque for £792
which included donations from
the little red boxes and from the
harvest envelopes. The government then added another £792,
making £1,584 in total.

SUNBEAMS IN THE MIST
by MAY HAMILL
This is a great wee book and
would make a wonderful gift.
Supplies of Sunbeams in the Mist
are held in the Parish Office and
Lorraine and Sandra will be glad
to help with any enquiries. In an
act of great generosity, May has
pledged the proceeds of all sales
to support the Building and Renovation Fund of St Patrick’s.

Thank you so much again. TLM is
always very grateful for the continued support of the parish.
Christie Colhoun
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

WELL DONE RICHARD!
Just to let you all know about a
couple of events coming up in the
months ahead:-

We look forward to welcoming
Richard Cotter to the Parish and
Diocesan Team as he is soon to be
commissioned as a Diocesan Lay
Reader.

Saturday 28th September, our
annual Antiques Fair in the church
hall - you can always be sure to
find something interesting at this
event.
Saturday 30th November, our
Coffee Morning and Christmas Fair

We will welcome one of our Archdeacons and Warden of Readers to
do the needful on Sunday evening
9th June at the 6.30 pm service in
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St Patrick’s. It has been wonderful to witness God’s call working
within the Cotter family in recent
years. Richard, God bless you as
you take up this new ministry and
we remember Andrea in our
prayers as her training for ordination continues down in the Theological College in Dublin.
Do
come along and lend your prayerful support this Sunday evening.

recent months. We appreciate
those loading/unloading equipment might need to park here
temporarily. Others who have
difficulties in walking might need
to park close to the main door.
Could all please ensure that any
emergency vehicle can clearly access all three sides of the triangle
AT ALL TIMES including the access
road to the commercial car park?

PARKING MATTERS

Also please do monitor your speed
as you navigate in/out of our car
park.
There are pedestrians
around including young children
all the time. Thanks for your consideration.
Mark

Polite reminder - we do not generally encourage anyone to park at,
or, on the triangle at the front of
St Patrick’s on a regular basis.
Numbers doing so have crept up in
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Ballyclug
News
On Easter Sunday a service of celebration was held in Ballyclug to
commemorate the 175th anniversary of the church. The service was
conducted by Cannon Ken Ruddock.
It is hoped in the future to produce a booklet on the history of the church.
There is also to be a Festival of Christmas Trees in Ballyclug from 21st 24th November. A large team of helpers is required and all money raised
will be for church funds. A meeting will be held in Ballyclug Church on
Monday 17th June - everyone is welcome.
The Gospel Concert raised £700 with a £300 donation from one of our
faithful parishioners making a total of £1,000 - for church funds.
Once again could I please appeal to anyone who could spare an hour or
two to assist in the upkeep of the graveyard to please contact me on 077
1061 8196.
Any further information regarding the Christmas Tree Festival - please
contact me on the above number.
Thank you.
Jackie Greer

THE GOOD BOOK CLUB
7th June - God Can Redeem
Mental Illness
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Famous Prayers
The Serenity Prayer
‘God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change. The
courage to change the things I can and the wisdom to know the difference’. Amen.
Many of us will know this prayer or have a
copy of it somewhere in our homes.
Written by Pastor Reinhold Niebuhr as a
response to the inconsolable loss and pain
suffered by many during times of war. It
has now attained a global recognition. It
is known as the opening prayer at Alcoholics Anonymous meetings and used all over
the world and has been adopted by many
organisations that run change or recovery
programmes.
Writing this little article between Council
and European Elections and with everyone talking about the end of Theresa May
as Prime Minister, perhaps we should be provoked to pray for all our
elected leaders at both a national and local level. 1 Timothy 2 vs 1 and
2 reminds us, ‘I urge then first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession
and thanksgiving be made for all people – for kings and all in authority,
that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness’.
During the dark days of WW2 supported by the then Prime Minister
Winston Churchill, the nation was encouraged to stop and pray for one
minute daily as Big Ben rang out at 9.00 pm. What a good idea – why not
take a minute and pray for those recently elected to Council, etc. and
those who might be elected to govern us at some future time.
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Secretary’s
Notes
Anyone who uses St Patrick’s car park during the week has probably
noticed how busy it is and how difficult it can be to find a parking space.
We believe this is down to unauthorised parking by non-parishioners. The
Select Vestry has decided to introduce a ‘permit only’ parking system
again during the day. You will all remember, or maybe still have, the blue
parking permit introduced sometime ago, this allowed parishioners to
park for a couple of hours. These permits are available to all parishioners
who need to use the car park through the parish office. If you do have
one can you please display it clearly on the dash of your car as this will
help us to identify the offenders? Your cooperation in this matter would
be much appreciated.
Ronnie Fleming
Honorary Secretary
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THE STILL ACTIVE CLUB
How the years fly past!
This is just a little report on
what has been happening in
the Still Active Club at St Patrick’s during 2018-2019. Our
speakers have included the Revd Neil Cutcliffe on the life
of the Yorkshire vet James Herriot; Adrian Steele who used his lovely
pen drawings of Ballymena’s older buildings to talk about the history of
the town; David Morrow, our former Curate, on the birds and wild flowers
found in our area; Peter Crooks who informed us about the work of the
Mercy Ships off the Coast of Africa. He himself has volunteered on these
several times. We also got information on the services provided for
senior citizens in Ballymena by the Mid and East Antrim Agewell Partnership (MEAAP) from Jenny Dougan.
We had a couple of meals together – the Christmas Dinner followed by
entertainment from Maud Steele with her own poetry about the trials of
life as a housewife today and music from David Morrow and Ian McKay.
We also shared afternoon tea organised by Joan Holden after our AGM in
April. We had three outings – to the Riverside Theatre in January to see
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang followed by tea at The Lodge Hotel; to Lack in
Fermanagh in March to join with the Revd Alan Irwin’s ‘Young at Heart’
group for a tea party and dancing. Finally we have just had our outing to
the House of Vic-Ryn near Lisburn for coffee followed by retail therapy
at the Rushmere Centre at Craigavon. Some culture at the Argory, a
National Trust property and tea at Annaghmore Parish Church.
Thanks to the hardworking Committee of Eva, Vera, Letty, Adelaide, Alex
and Andy and to all those who help them with monthly teas; to John the
caretaker, Lorraine and Sandra in the office, the Revd Dennis Christie who
joined us faithfully every month – we will miss him but give him our best
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wishes when he takes up his new role as rector of Ahoghill and Portglenone Parishes – and to our faithful members with their sense of fun.
Unfortunately this year we have lost several members – Doreen Cowan,
Helen Cupples, Jean Lamont, Valerie Finlay, Leah McConnell and Jean
Letters, our Chairperson – we will miss them all. We also think of those
who aren’t able to attend – Viola, Eileen, Jean, Eilish and Agnes.
We will resume on the third Wednesday in September at 2 o’clock. If you
are over 55 and young at heart do come along.
Isabel Halliday
P.S.
Trevor and I would like to thank the church family who have been so
supportive when we were both under the weather in April. Your thoughts
and prayers, cards, calls and food gifts have meant a lot to us. Hopefully
we are now both on the mend.
Trevor and Isabel Halliday

Date: Sunday 9th June 2019
Venue: St Patrick’s Church
Time: 6.30 pm
Mr Richard Cotter, our Treasurer and
a Parish Reader is to be Commissioned as a
Diocesan Lay Reader at the above service.
All are cordially invited to attend the service.
Tea and coffee will be available afterwards.
11

Saturday 22nd June
7 - 9 pm
St Patrick’s Church, Castle Street
For all young people of all organisations,
Sunday School, Youth Club and families
Climbing Wall, Bouncy Castle,
Face Painting, Robots, D J Mixing,
Green Screen, BBQ, Ice Cream +++
No parking in church grounds
Parents are responsible for their children
at all times
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The Curate’s
Letter
Not a big goodbye - just a small cheerio!
With my Institution coming up towards the end of June, it is time for me
and my family to say goodbye to all the folk in Ballymena Parish. Given
that the parishes of Ahoghill and Portglenone are only down the road,
however, it doesn't feel like we are saying a massive goodbye, but more
like a small cheerio. I'm sure we will see many of you out and about in
the months and years ahead, God willing.
Nonetheless I would like to express, on behalf of my whole family, a big
thank you for all the help and encouragement we have received over the
past three years. The congregations at St Patrick's, St Columba's and
Ballyclug have been very encouraging and uplifting to us throughout our
time here, and we will miss them very much now that we are heading on
to pastures new. Ballymena Parish is a great training ground for curates,
not just because there is a wide breadth of services to conduct and
people to minister too, but because of the grace that is afforded by the
people. As a curate you can of course make the odd mistake and
oversight here and there, and to have a congregation that is so forgiving
is a blessing. I have greatly enjoyed serving in many of the Church groups
including the Bible Study, the Men's Fellowship, the Youth Fellowship and
Still Active to name a few, and it has been really encouraging to see the
New Life service bedding in.
If I have a bit of parting advice for any reader, it would be to encourage
you all to keep your eyes upwards in this life - obviously not so much that
you start to walk into lamp-posts, but keep inviting Jesus into your lives
as your Lord and Saviour, and leaning on Him for guidance and support.
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We are to seek God's kingdom FIRST in our lives (Matthew 6:33), we are
to go to God with all our anxieties and our concerns (1 Peter 5:7 and
Philippians 4:6-7), and we are to live our lives according to His word
(Psalm 119:105). Prioritise your life around Jesus Christ and be hungry
for more of Him in your daily walk. I will continue to pray for the people
of Ballymena Parish, and the
work of Rev. Mark and all the
team, that Christ's name and his
work on the cross will be held up
more and more in our lives and
that through this God's kingdom
will grow.
God bless and cheerio (for now).
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A v�ew from the pew
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CHILDREN’S DAY

SUNDAY 23rd JUNE 11.30 AM
ST PATRICK’S
SPEAKER - Revd Dennis Christie
Sunday School Prize Giving and Awards
Finale of ‘Emoji Week’
CMS Presentation
Refreshments served at back of church
following service
Children to meet in hall at 11 am
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What a celebration we had at St Columba's for Messy
Church. The theme was Pentecost and the churches
birthday. All ages came together to learn about the Holy
Spirit through arts and crafts, songs, readings, prayers
and of course food. We all joined together to sing Happy
Birthday to the church, blow out candles, eat cake and
play pass the parcel.
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Well done to all our young people who took part in the 5k Darkness to
Light walk around the Ecos Centre on Saturday 11th May at 4 am. We
raised £400 for Turning Point NI.

Thanks to all those who came to support our Chinese Evening. A great
night was had by all and £450 was raised for youth funds.
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Some of us attended a training evening in Bushmills for the new Sunday
school resource ‘All Aboard’. It is a brand new 36 week Bible based
children's ministry programme which has been produced by Ripple Children’s Ministry Connor. It is packed with interactive and engaging
activities to help teach Bible stories in a funny and interactive way. It
comes with lots of ideas for story telling and is designed to meet the
needs of a wide range of abilities. It also includes a monthly activity
week. We hope to start using this resource in September.

The Irish Youth Ministry Gathering was held at Assembly Buildings Belfast.
This two day conference was amazing from start to finish. Along with
other youth leaders we gathered for inspiring speakers, great worship and
messages that apply to all of us to take time out of our busy lives and BE
STILL. Seminars included Faith in the Family, Self Care, How to work with
your boss, Social Media, Ask the Experts and Sports Ministry. Altogether
a very worthwhile and beneficial conference.

All preparations are underway for our trip to Summer Madness. We had
a day when we practiced putting up tents. This was interesting - tents
went up but not with the right poles in the right holes. If anyone is free
on Thursday, 27th June at 7 pm to come to Glenarm and give us a hand
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to put up tents (there are quite a few) we would be very grateful. Please
also pray for a safe trip for our young people and leaders and pray in faith
that God will move powerfully in the life of this generation, equipping
and empowering them to impact upon their communities for the kingdom.
Please can cups and shields for Sunday School be brought back as soon as
possible? Children's Day will be on Sunday, 23rd June at 11.30 am. Can
any outstanding Smartie tubes or CMSI boxes be handed in ASAP as the
final total will be presented at this service. Sunday School will finish on
Sunday 16th June. Children's Church will take place every Sunday during
the summer months. Sunday School will start back on Sunday 1st
September.
Youth Club will finish on Saturday 8th June and start back again on
Saturday 7th September.
Anyone willing to help at Children's Week, Monday 17th - Friday 21st
June, 7 - 8.15 pm please contact Lucy.
Trips for our young people will take place during the summer. If you
would like your child to be included please contact Lucy as it is very hard
to get hold of everyone during the summer months.
Lucy
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For primary school children
Monday 12th - Friday 16th August
3 - 6 pm
St Patrick’s Church, Castle Street
£2.00 per child
Games, arts and crafts, computers,
cooking, sports, DVD, snacks, tuck shop
Contact Lucy 077 5995 0497
to book a place
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Letter
from Cork
As I write this, I am coming to the end of my first year at Theological
College and have just finished a three-week placement in Cork. I chose
to go to Cork as I had never been
to that part of Ireland and really
wanted to see how different
church life was in the southern
part of the island. I was placed
in the Carrighrohane group of
parishes. Like our own parish
the union is comprised of 3
churches - St Peter’s in Carrighrohane, St Senan’s Inniscarra
and Church of the Resurrection
in Blarney. They also have a
St Senan’s, Inniscarra
Sunday morning service in the
Parish Centre that is a contemporary style service plus Messy Church once
a month. Excitedly they are embarking on an ambitious programme to
redevelop an old gun store in Ballincollig into a community focused
worship space and Parish Centre. This is a parish that has a huge vision
of how ministry and mission will develop for the next generation. Their
mission statement states, ‘mission
is to be an authentic open community of all ages and stages: making
whole-life disciples who live and
share the gospel of Jesus through
praying, playing and learning together and worshipping God passionately’.
During my time here I had the
privilege of worshipping alongside

Old gun store Ballincollig
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the parish community throughout Holy Week. We were truly blessed to
have a guest speaker with us for that week. The Rev. Russ Parker is an
Anglican Priest and has been a Director of the Acorn Trust. His main area
of expertise is on healing, forgiveness and reconciliation ministry. This
fits in well with a Diocesan project in Cork spearheaded by Bishop Paul
Colton called ‘Centenaries’ Commemoration and Reconciliation Project
2019-2023. In the early 1920’s Cork was one of the most violent places
in Ireland and the purpose of this project is to exercise a ministry of
reconciliation and to enable people to tell their stories in a way that is
conducive and enriching to life and contributes to the life of the Church
of Ireland. The need of healing past wounds lies deep in all of us and
through talks on church being the beating heart of community, reconciliation, listening, forgiveness, blessing and the power of the cross, Russ
shared his passion and expertise with us. Anyone that came to listen was
inspired, uplifted and went away with a new sense of purpose. In that
week I learned so much that will be useful in my ministry but also a lot
about the power and methods of communication. There was a true sense
that this is where God had called me to be for my placement. I was able
to let go of things that had been tugging at my heart and to give it up in
prayer and in blessing to God.
Also, throughout Holy Week I had the pleasure of spending time with the
ladies who run Blarney Toddlers group and I had the great delight to meet
Sister Consillia, who had lived in West Belfast for 34 years. Sister
Consillia is a wonderful example of a life lived in and to the service of
God. It was a real privilege to
spend time in her company. I
also attended the Diocesan
Chrism Eucharist in Ross Cathedral, Rosscarberry on Maundy
Thursday. This is an annual
service in which holy oil is consecrated for the use in pastoral
and sacramental rites for the
year ahead. Also, at this service licensed and commissioned
lay church workers, clergy and
the bishop renew their com- Rev. Russ Parker - Walk of Witness
mitment to ministry. On Friday
I took part in a cross community walk of witness around the nearby town
of Ballincollig.
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On Easter Saturday Richard and I attended the Easter Light Service in St
Fin Barres Cathedral, where the Easter Candle was lit, and everybody was
asked to renew their baptism vows. It was a really special service in a
special place. Easter Sunday was spent leading the Eucharist service in
Blarney. Throughout the next week I embarked on a number of visits with
the Rector Ian to administer Holy Communion to those who cannot get to
church. I also took part in a morning Bible study group that is looking at
the whole idea of blessing. I had the opportunity to visit the Church
Youth Camp in Bandon. What a joy it was to see such a vibrant committed
youth community. The youth band was amazing in leading worship and
what really stood out was the amount of time that was invested in
mentoring and developing the skills of these young people. They came
across as excited to be there and grounded in faith. It was wonderful to
experience a new side of pastoral ministry and spend time with people
who could pass on wisdom and encouragement. On the Sunday after
Easter I was given the opportunity to preach and I spoke on what we could
learn from the disciple Thomas and how we can develop a deeper more
authentic faith. It was received well, in fact I got a round of applause in
St Peter’s! It was a wonderful experience to share the word of God with
the congregations in both Carrighrohane and Blarney.
To finish I sat in on a few meetings, went to Blarney Toddlers,
the Growth Group and attended
a debrief session before I travelled home to Cullybackey. I was
truly blessed to have spent Easter in this part of Ireland. In
between times I have been able
to explore a little. Richard and
I have been to Kinsale, Cobh and
Bantry. We have enjoyed the
hospitality of the parishioners
Kinsale Harbour
having been invited into their
homes for coffee and dinner.
The clergy Ian and Robert have been encouraging, welcoming and went
out of their way to provide me with an interesting experience of day to
day parish life.
So, as I reflect on the last year, I feel incredibly settled that I am fulfilling
the purpose that God has intended for me. It hasn’t been easy and there
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have been rough days when the deadlines loomed, and life seemed a tad
overwhelming. But I have made it through and everyday I am reminded
of the goodness of God and how everything happens according to his will
and purpose. That we are called to flourish and that everything we do is
for the glory of God. Being part of a different parish has given me a new
focus and a renewed love for scripture, prayer and living life on purpose.
I have learned a lot this year academically and practically so that
hopefully I will be able to put all these lessons and experience into
practice in the future and continue on this journey into ministry.
I would like to thank all of you who hold me in your prayers. Your faith
and encouragement means a lot. I look forward to spending the summer
at home and catching up with you all.
God Bless and have an amazing summer.
Andrea Cotter
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CHRISTIAN BURIAL

9th May

Mary Catherine Worrall

6 Galgorm Crescent, Ballymena

Mary Worrall
Mary was born on 25th March 1918 and was one of eleven children. Mary
was born into the war years when life was austere but it gave her the
values of humility and thriftiness by which she lived the remainder of her
life. Mary married her childhood sweetheart Herbert at the outbreak of
WW2. He went on to become a captain in the Green Hussars but
unfortunately he was killed in action at El Alamein. She faced her tragic
loss with courage and without complaint. Mary then moved to Worcester
to help her niece and nephew when their mum passed away. When in
Worcester she met and married her second husband, Flying Officer Peter
Worrall whose job, after the war, brought both of them to Belfast. They
had three children, Christopher, Pamela and Catherine and a church life
which began in St Peter’s, Belfast, before moving to St Patrick’s, Ballymena. Mary was a very private lady whose life centred around her family.
When her physical health declined, she was determined to stay at home.
She was most grateful for the care given to her by her family and the
wonderful Bluebirds who enabled her to stay in her own house surrounded by her family and the things that she loved most. Mary celebrated her
100th birthday with her son, daughters, grandchildren, great grandchildren and her friends. She was a lovely lady who will be missed by all of
her family and friends. Our sympathy and prayers are with them all at
this sad time.
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OUR ACTIVITIES
SAINT PATRICK’S
Bellringers
Bible Fellowship
Church Choir
Church Lads’ Brigade
YBC
JTC
CLB
Girls’ Friendly Society
Healer Prayer Group
Indoor Bowling Club
Mothers and Toddlers
Mothers’ Union
Still Active Club
Men’s Fellowship
Junior Youth Club
Senior Youth Club
Badminton
Sewing Group
‘The Way’
Youth Fellowship

Day

Time

Venue

Friday
Tuesday
Thursday

7.30 pm
8.00 pm
8.00 pm

Tower
Choir Vestry
Choir Vestry

Friday
Friday
Friday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Monday
Thursday
Tuesday
2nd Wed.
3rd Wed.
1st Thursday
Saturday
Saturday
Wednesday
Thursday
Sunday
(Fortnightly)

7.00 pm
8.00 pm
8.00 pm
7.15 pm
7.15 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
10.00 am
8.00 pm
2.00 pm
7.30 pm
7.00 pm
8.00 pm
7.30 pm
10.00 am
6.30 pm

Parochial Hall
Parochial Hall
Parochial Hall
Minor Hall
Church Vestry
Parochial Hall
Parochial Hall
Parochial Hall
Minor Hall
Minor Hall
Minor Hall
Parochial Hall
Parochial Hall
Parochial Hall
Parochial Hall
Minor Hall

SAINT COLUMBA’S
Beavers
Cubs
Ladies’ Circle
Brownies
Guides
Squirrels
Senior Guides
Rainbows
Scouts

Day

Time

Contact

Monday
Thursday
4th Monday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Tuesday
Friday
Friday

6.30
6.45
8.00
6.30
6.30
6.30
6.30
6.30
7.45

Mrs L McCullagh
Mrs H Clarke
Mrs L Hughes
Mrs K Black
Mrs K Black
Mr P Houston
Mrs K Black
Mrs H Strain
Mr K Hughes
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pm
pm
pm
pm
pm
pm
pm
pm
pm

OUR WORSHIP
ST PATRICK’S PARISH CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES
8.15 am
10.00 am
11.30 am
1st Sunday in the month
6.30 pm
3rd Sunday in the month
4th Sunday in the month

Holy Communion
New Life Service
Morning Prayer
Parish Communion
Evening Prayer
Holy Communion
Living Faith Service

EVERY WEDNESDAY
10.30 am

Holy Communion

ST PATRICK’S, BALLYCLUG
SUNDAY SERVICES
10.00 am
4th Sunday in the month

Morning Prayer
Holy Communion

ST COLUMBA'S, DUNCLUG
SUNDAY SERVICES
8.30 am
11.30 am

1st Sunday in the month
2nd Sunday in the month
3rd Sunday in the month

Holy Communion
Morning Prayer
Family Service
Family Communion

SUNDAY SCHOOLS
ST PATRICK’S
10.00 am

Church

Leaders - Mrs L McLaughlin and Mr A Ross

ST COLUMBA’S
11.30 am

Church

Superintendent - Mrs C Kernohan

HOLY BAPTISM
At Sunday services by arrangement
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