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The Rector
Writes

Have you ever noticed how much a person’s face changes when they smile
and laugh - it is a beautiful thing. Sadly today for many it is an
increasingly rare thing! A daily event in the routine of this rector is to
get lost on the roads around the town and the opportunity to watch
people as they drive and walk about their business - there’s not many
smiles on display - just go and have a look for yourself sometime. A lot
of life, for a lot of the time, for a lot of people, ranges from boring
routine to worry inducing pressure and you can actually see that on
people’s faces a lot of the time - where are we to find sources of joy to
counter balance the pressures of life? Well you would expect me to say
Jesus - a trust in Him and a love for Him that enters our thoughts and
reactions everyday. Commenting on ‘the secret of being content’ Philip-
pians 4:12, Matthew Henry writes: - ‘Vain hankering after something we
have not got, and fickle derelish of present things make us discontent
even under favourable circumstances’.

So have you discovered the secret?

We have loved being on the receiving end of so many smiles over the past
couple of weeks, keep them coming.

As many head off on holiday over the next few weeks, keep safe and
remember to smile lots. Not fake or forced smiles but genuine. Smiles
that come from an assurance that we are loved and accepted by God
because we love and accept all of His Son Jesus Christ.

Now to make you smile -

What kind of biscuits can fly?
Wee plane (plain) ones!

Go on | know you smiled even if just a little! Knne //
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Parish News

AUTUMN FUNDRAISING EVENTS

As reported in last month’s maga-
zine, this year, the Auction and
Christmas Fair will be held on two
separate dates. This should ena-
ble potential bidders to have
more time to view items before
the Auction begins. In addition,
buyers at the Christmas Fair will,
hopefully, have more time to pe-
ruse the wide range of goods for
sale by the various stall holders.

PARISH AUCTION - SATURDAY 24
SEPTEMBER 2016

The Auction has been arranged for
Saturday, 24 September 2016,
commencing at 11.30 am. Poten-
tial bidders will have the opportu-
nity to view the items for sale
from 9.00 am - 11.30 am.

At the last Auction, around 60
items were auctioned, some of
which were donated by local busi-
nesses but many were very kindly
donated by our own parishioners.
Once again, we would appeal to
everyone to begin to think about
any items that might be donated
for the Auction (valued at £25+
and in good condition, please).
These may be left with the care-

taker in the church hall any week-
day from Monday, 12 September
to Thursday, 22 September (12
noon - 3.00 pm) or you may simply
get in touch with any member of
the Fundraising Committee
(please see next page) by 21 Sep-
tember.

Robert Stevenson did a magnifi-
cent job in keeping order in the
proceedings last time around and
we are delighted that, once
again, Robert has kindly agreed to
be our auctioneer.

CHRISTMAS FAIR - SATURDAY 26
NOVEMBER 2016

The Christmas Fair will be held on
Saturday, 26 November 2016,
commencing at 10 am. At the last
Fair in 2014, there was a great
variety of stalls, selling a whole
range of produce. It would be
greatly appreciated if the various
church organisations and individu-
als could begin to think, once
again, about how they might con-
tribute to this year’s Fair. If you
would be willing to organise an
event or have a stall at the Fair,
could you please let a member of
the Fundraising Committee know
by 24 October.



All proceeds, both from the Auc-
tion and Christmas Fair, will go
towards church funds.

Fundraising Committee members:
Debbie Chestnutt, Lynda Bell,
Sandra Duke, Ronnie Fleming,
Jackie Greer, Joan Holden, Steph-
anie Johnston, Trevor Mont-
gomery and Alan Ross.

CHURCH  MISSION  SOCIETY,
IRELAND - Opportunities to
Serve with CMSI

CMSI is a Christian Mission organi-
sation that exists to help God’s
people engage in God’s mission.

CMSI’s Global Partners in Africa
and Nepal have many opportuni-
ties for gifted, committed individ-
uals to support their mission work
by fulfilling specific roles.

Do you have practical, profession-
al or ministry skills that you can
use to serve God alongside the
global church? If so, we would
love to hear from you.

Contact CMSI’s Mission Personnel
Manager:
personnel@cmsireland.org;

tel. no. 028 9077 5020 or visit
www.cmsireland.org/opportunit
ies

CMSI CONFERENCE ‘IGNITE’

The programme will include wor-
ship, teaching and a range of sem-
inars - including updates and
stories from all our Global Part-
ners and Mission Partners.

There’ll also be plenty of time to
catch up with friends and make
new connections, sharing experi-
ences over coffee and lunch.

The event is taking place at Dro-
mantine Retreat and Conference
Centre, just off the main A1 road
near Newry. It’s an ideal venue
for large scale conferences like
Ignite and its extensive grounds
are perfect for an autumn stroll.
There’s an opportunity to stay
over at Dromantine on the Friday
night and make the most of the
venue with our Friday Extra Pro-
gramme.

The conference will mark the
start of a new year of mission, as
we invite God to spark us into life
and to reignite our passion for
Him and for His work.

Saturday 24th September -

Full Day’s Programme, including
Morning Worship, seminars and
lunch (£20/€26)

Global Guest Speaker and Mission
Partners

Children’s Programme (£15/€20)
Optional Evening Meal (6.00 pm)
(E10/€13).

Friday 23rd September -
Overnight B&B accommodation
and Friday Extra Programme
(E45/€60)

Optional Evening Meal (6.00 pm)
(E10/€13)

If you are interested in attending
please speak to one of the clergy.



GIFTS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Over the past few weeks since
arriving as rector of the parish,
we have been richly blessed by a
number of most generous gifts
and donations. Not only does this
show a deep love for this parish,
but also a deep love of the Lord.
It is right in my opinion to ac-
knowledge with thanksgiving such
gifts and in this and future maga-
zines we will seek to do so. Obvi-
ously there is a danger in
establishing this new system that
we leave someone out - not at all
our intention. So please if you
have given such a gift say since
the start of June this year will you
please ensure through Lorraine in
the church office that we have
full details. All gifts great and
small will be acknowledged in this
way in future eg gifts in memory
of loved ones, to mark special
dates and anniversaries, gifts to
bless particular ministries within
the parish. Of course in all cases

ST PATRICK’S CHURCH ORGANIST
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arrange-
ments both
in relation
to the posi-
tion of Di-
rector of
Music and also for providing cover
for playing the organ at church.

These roles will be on a part
time/flexible basis and will entail
the playing of hymns/anthems
and developing our well estab-
lished musical tradition.

If you wish to register an expres-
sion of interest please send de-
tails of your qualifications and
experience to the honorary secre-
tary Alastair Marrs by letter - 32
Granville Drive, Ballymena, BT43

requests for anonymity will be 7AF, or email to
strictly respected. a.1.marrs@btinternet.com by
31st July 2016.
Thank you from a grateful rector. e
GIFTS

AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Sadie Dunbar legacy (part)
£30,000

Donation to church buildings
£2,000

Donation to church funds
£1,000




SOUP AND COFFEE

2 BEECHWOOD AVENUE
BALLYMENA

Wednesday 7" and Thursday 8"
September 2016
11.00 am - 3.00 pm

Proceeds in aid of Christmas Fair
St Patrick’s Parish Church,
Ballymena

ALL WELCOME




Around the
Parish

CHURCH LADS’ AND CHURCH GIRLS’ BRIGADE

Everyone within the Brigade was very upset to learn
about the tragic accidental death of Darren Rodgers,
one of our leaders. Darren Joined the C.L.B. when he
was about five years old and came right through all the &

sections and very proudly represented Ballymena and

Ulster at 5-a-side football in England. Darren was always reliable and
enthusiastic when it came to his leadership skills and really looked
forward to Display nights every year. He will be remembered by everyone
in St Patrick’s with his cheeky smile and having time to stop and have a
chat. Our thoughts and prayers are with Paul and Jacqueline and the
wider family circle at this very sad time.

Alan Ross (Captain)

CHOIR NOTES

The choir were delighted to be able to take part in
CHOIR { the Institution of Rev. Mark McConnell on Wednesday
NOTES § 1 June 2016. It was great to see the church so well
filled to welcome and support the McConnell family.

On Sunday 5 June the congregations from St Patrick’s Ballyclug and St
Columba’s were able to join the congregation at St Patrick’s Ballymena
for a joint service; again it was great to see the church so well attended.
The evening service that Sunday was Choral Evensong and it was an
honour to have our own rector as cantor. ‘A little bird’ has told us that
Rev. McConnell’s son, Matthew, is a very talented singer - so perhaps
Matthew might be in a position to come along and sing with the choir at
some stage!

On Thursday 16 June the choir had an evening at Tullyglass Hotel. The
food was amazing (and the company wasn’t too bad either). | shouldn’t



really mention ‘the late’ Billy Harte but it was good to see him when he
finally arrived at Tullyglass Hotel - | will refrain from any mention of
where he actually went! We had a quiz on the night and even though
Adrian’s team had a little bit of help - they didn’t win! The winners on
the night were Finn’s team - well done to Finn’s Fancies.

The winner of the quiz, which Sharon Doak had organised, was Andy
Kennedy.

It has been a busy year for the choir so during the months of July and
August there will be no choir singing at the evening service.

Before we know it September will be upon us and a new session will have
begun. If you would like to join the choir practices will begin on Thursday
25 August at 8 pm in the Robing Room and we will be delighted to see you.

We trust that you will all have a wonderful break over the summer
months.

Ruth Dixon (Secretary)

STILL ACTIVE CLUB

We have reached the end of another year in
the life of our club. At our monthly meetings we usually have
visiting speakers. In September two members of the new Mid
and East Antrim Council came along, and advised everyone on how to
keep warm and safe in their homes and what the Council could provide
to help with this. In October Linda Quail did armchair aerobics and some
dancing with us. Our speakers in November were Margaret McKay and Vi
Attridge who put on a wonderful display of their craft work, and talked
about the various items. In February Helen Muirhead talked of her work
with the deaf in Kenya and everybody marvelled at what she had
achieved there. Our speaker in April was David Archibald who showed us
how to plant a hanging basket and a container, and answered questions
about gardening.

The December meeting took the form of Christmas Dinner and entertain-
ment led by Sandra Montgomery, who accompanied Julie Kernohan in
several songs, played for carol singing and did some recitations. There
were also three outings. In January there was our usual outing to the
Riverside Theatre to see a show which this year was ‘Legally Blonde’ and
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for tea afterwards in the Lodge Hotel. In March a bus load went to Lack
to join with the Revd Alan Irwin’s ‘Young at Heart’ group. There was a
warm welcome and large quantities of stew and trifle, followed by the
fun of a frog race. Finally in May there was the end of year outing to
Newcastle and round the coast to Newry and tea at Banbridge Parish
Church.

The club continues to grow, although some members have suffered from
illness this year. Hopefully they will be well enough to join us in
September which will be our 25th Anniversary. Thanks to anybody who
helped this year, especially our Committee members - Adelaide, Eva,
Irene, Jean, Vera and Alex who help in so many ways, and organise the
afternoon tea each month. A safe and happy summer holiday to every-
one. See you in September.

Isabel Halliday

(, 73
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'I believe your exact words were
"50p a window Lady" over the phone



We were shocked and saddened to hear of the tragic death of Darren
Rodgers. Darren grew up in the church and was very much involved in
Sunday School, C.L.B., Youth Club, Summer Madness and was confirmed
in the church. We have fond memories of Darren and all the craic we
had especially during our times at Summer Madness.

Darren was a friend to many and always had a smile on his face. We will
miss him a lot. We give thanks for his life and all that he gave to the
church especially through the C.L.B. We especially remember Paul and
Jacqueline his mum and dad, Yvonne and Owen his aunt and uncle who
helped with Youth Club and Margaret his aunt who is one of our Sunday
School teachers. We pray for the whole family circle, may God bless
them all in the days and months that lie ahead.

Our Children's Week ‘Guardians of Ancora’ was a great success. The
children enjoyed coming each night to find out what the missing treasure
was and listen to the stories of the saga. Each night we spread the light
with our firebugs passing on the good news of Jesus to our friends. We
hope the stories remain with the children and the love of God impacts on
their daily lives especially their heart, mind and soul.
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On Saturday 18th June we had our family Fun Night - it was great to see
so many people and the weather stayed dry. Special thanks to Godmo-
dex, Brian's Bouncy Castles, Darren Reynolds Photo Booth, William Allen
for the meat and Bobby Cotter for the bread rolls. Also thanks to Liz and
Les Hughes for the BBQ. Thanks to all who helped with face painting,
glitter tattoos, balloon modelling, tea and coffee, ice cream sundaes and
supervising the bouncy castle.

On Sunday 19th June we had our finale at the Children's Day Service
where the children sang songs and received their prizes. A cheque was
presented for £425 to the CMS project ‘The Meeting Place’ which will
help with projects in Uganda.

The following awards were presented:

Minnie McAuley Cup best overall in kindergarten - Ellie and Peter Mayo
Magee Cup runner up in the kindergarten - Jack Gillespie

McKervill Cup best overall seniors - Euan Hamill

Stuart Dixon Memorial Cup runner up seniors - Abbie and Sam McDowell
Robert Adair Cup best overall in Fusion - Carragh Hamill

Youth Shield best overall youth - Simon Bennett and Callum Hamill
Lauren Minford Memorial Cup contribution to youth and music -
Emma Weir

Family Service Attendance - Joshua Livingstone




Thanks to all the leaders who |
helped during Children's
Week and the Fun Night with
special thanks to Stephanie
Johnston for helping with art
work and Helen Weir also for &
art work and photos, for pa- G
per and Facebook. To every-
one who welcomed and made
tea during the year and to all
the Sunday School teachers
and youth leaders of all or-
ganisations, we greatly ap-
preciate your time and commitment. To celebrate we had an evening at
the Thatch - 34 leaders attended from both St Patrick's and St Columba'’s.
A great time was had by all.

On Sunday 3rd July young people from the parish went to Glenarm to join
others from the Diocese at Summer Madness Christian Festival. We all
had a great time.

During the summer months children’'s church will be available for the
children during the 11.30 am service.

Summer Scheme for primary school children Monday 15th - Friday 19th
August from 3 - 6 pm, £1.50 per child per day. Contact Lucy to book a
place 077 5995 0497. Also anyone able to help contact Lucy.

Youth Club starts again on Saturday 3rd September 7 - 8 pm for juniors
primary school age and 8 - 10 pm for seniors secondary school age.
Anyone wanting to become a member of senior youth club must bring
their parents on the first night to register.

Sunday School will start on Sunday 4th September. We would love to see
anyone from 3 years of age. There will be a meeting for Sunday school
teachers on Monday 22nd August at 7.30 pm.

Anyone willing to help with any organisation, Sunday School or Youth Club
or anyone wanting to complete Duke of Edinburgh or any volunteer work
please speak to Lucy or Alan.

Lucy
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The Curate’s
Letter

‘Chimps are Us’

| was reading a good newspaper article (in the bath) recently which
reported that ethologists (that's scientists who study animal behaviour to
you and me) are puzzled by the behaviour of chimpanzees when faced by
waterfalls. Not something that you have ever considered, perhaps,
unless you are an ethologist, and maybe not even then.

It has been noticed that chimpanzees who come upon spectacular water-
falls stop what they are doing and perform a display of rhythmical
dancing, swaying, stamping and throwing rocks for up to 15 minutes.
What is going on here? Jane Goodall, an ethologist, argues that this is a
kind of early primitive religious ritual, and that primates have religious
feelings when faced by something awesome and magnificent. Interest-
ing. Other ethologists Donovan Schaefer and Stewart Guthrie argue that
chimpanzees see the world as alive - when they come before a magnifi-
cent waterfall they are awed, and frightened, because they see the
watefrfﬁll as a living, even dangerous thing that has to be treated very
carefully.

Don't be feeling that you are too different to a chimp! Theologian
Rudolph Otto wrote a famous and groundbreaking book in the 1920's,
which has never been out of print, called The Idea of the Holy. Otto says
that the most basic human response to the sheer awesomeness of the
living God has to be fear - fear of something living and so powerful that
it might even be dangerous, and a tremendous sense of awe. That friends
is quite the right attitude to take. Ultimately, all other things we may
feel about God (gratitude for all that he gives us, and does for us) are
secondary to this feeling. The author of the Letter to the Hebrews
(10.31) understands this well, he (or she) says, "It is a fearful thing to fall
into the hands of the living God."

Animals too, | think, have religious feelings, these smart chimps recog-
nise something awesome when they see it, just like we do, and nothing
is more awesome than God. God is greater than any waterfall found in
nature, because God is bigger even than nature itself. So be grateful to
God for all his acts of loving kindness, but most of all be deeply aware of
your own smallness compared to his awesome size and power.

/( Q. omaS
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Art/craft/cooking/games/sports day/
talent show/DVD/tuck shop

Summer Scheme

St Patrick’s
y -7 Church Hall
Monday 15™ -
i‘ Friday 19t

August
A
g
7 ¢

To book a place contact
Lucy 077 5995 0497

3 pm - 6 pm
£1.50 per child
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HOLY BAPTISM

17th June Philip Thomas Logan
Miller

19th June Lewis Thomas Miller

HOLY MATRIMONY

24th June Simon Sinclair

CHRISTIAN BURIAL

27th May
29th May
14th June
14th June
20th June
25th June

Nicole Margaret Maybin

Dorothy Lucy Howe

Annie Reid
Ruth Mairs

Adeline Leckey O’Loan

Elizabeth Allen
Darren Rodgers
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9 Ross Park, Ballymena

9 Ross Park, Ballymena

3a Millfields, Kells
3a Millfields, Kells

Prospect Nursing Home
Prospect Nursing Home
11 Edward Street
Slemish Nursing Home
Andena Nursing Home
13 Meadowvale




Dorothy Lucy Howe

Dorothy was born on Ballymena Show Day, 17th June 1925. Her parents
were Dora and Fred Howe who owned a confectionery wholesale business
in Ballymena. Dorothy went to Trinity College Dublin to study English
language and literature. Later she went on to be a teacher in England
and Headmistress at Charters Towers International Girls’ School in Bex-
hill, East Sussex. Dorothy came back home to Ballymena in 2008. Then
due to ill health she moved to Prospect Nursing Home in 2014. The staff
there enjoyed her humour and dry wit.

Annie Reid

Annie was probably born in Cullybackey, it is not known for sure. She was
from a large farming family, and devoted most of her life to looking after
her family and housekeeping for her brothers who were unmarried
farmers. Annie continued to do this until her last brother died only a few
years ago. Annie was a private lady who loved her family and had a strong
streak of determination. She was unable to live independently after a
severe stroke a few years ago and was well looked after in Prospect
Nursing Home. We offer our sympathy to all of the Reid family.

Ruth Mairs

A good gathering of family and friends was present at James Henry’s
Funeral Parlour for the thanksgiving service for the life of Ruth Mairs on
Tuesday 14th June. Ruth, a real Ballymena woman, having spent her
whole life close to Edward Street, went to local schools and worked hard
in several local businesses to provide a home for her two boys Jim and
John. She retired from the Braidwater Spinning Mill and sadly her health
began to steadily decline through the breathing disorder COPD. She met
and married Donald, a former merchant seaman, who was incredibly
dedicated to her and over the years became Ruth’s chief carer. Her
family and friends remember Ruth as a generous, forthright character,
very much at the heart of the entire family. Ruth was laid to rest in
Ballymena Cemetery - the rector conducted the service.

Adeline Leckey O’Loan

Adeline was born in 1933 in Broughshane. She attended Ballymena
Academy where she was head girl and captain of the 1st hockey team.
She also took a leading role in school plays. Adeline was a keen reader
and worked in a Ballymena bookshop for many years where customers
valued her knowledge of books. She was a member of the Slemish Players
for many years. She greatly enjoyed taking part in plays and attending
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drama festivals. Adeline had an intelligent enquiring mind and a great
love for Ireland, its scenery and culture. Just before she died she recited
the W. B. Yeats poem from ‘The Lake of Innisfree’ to one of the care
assistants who was going to Sligo (Yeats Country) for a weekend break.
Our thoughts and prayers are with her daughters Geraldine, Mandy and
Alice.

Elizabeth (Laura) Allen

Laura was born on 30th July 1922 and was one of nine children. She had
six sisters and two brothers. Laura attended Tullymore Primary School.
Her teacher had so many children in her class called Elizabeth that she
decided to call her ‘Laura’ instead. Laura, as she became known, did not
really like school and was very pleased to leave and start working at the
Raceview Mill. She married her husband Jimmy and together they were
blessed with four daughters - Davida, Vera, Betty and Mary. Laura was
very family orientated and only began working when Mary, her youngest
child, started school. She worked as a cleaner for Dr Giff, Dr Hannah and
Dr Neilly and only finished working when she was 70 years of age. Laura
enjoyed walking and most days she walked from Ballymarlow to the
Galgorm Road. We extend our sympathy to the family circle.

Darren Rodgers

St Patrick's was filled to capacity on Saturday 25th June as the rector,
assisted by the curates conducted the Thanksgiving Service for Darren's
short life. As you will already be aware from other articles in this
magazine Darren tragically lost his life in Nice, France while on a trip to
support his beloved Northern Ireland Football Team. His mum and dad,
Paul and Jackie and the rest of the family circle are and will be very much
in our prayers. Darren attended Ballykeel nursery and primary schools,
then Cambridge House. After school Darren trained as an electrician and
was apprenticed to Alex Bonar and Sons latterly working for Derek
Burnside. He was a keen footballer playing locally for Braid United FC, a
keen member and helper in our CLB company, many of his peers were
with us on that difficult day and their tears spoke louder than words
about the affection in which Dar Dar was held. The rector took as the
theme for his address some of the lyrics from that famous football song
“You'll never walk alone’ linking these with God's glorious promises in
John chapter 14 and it was so fitting that our final hymn beautifully built
on this theme ‘Abide with me’. The family would like me to thank
everyone for the messages of support they have received over the last
number of days.
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Bellringers
Bible Fellowship
Church Choir
Church Lads’ Brigade
YBC
JTC
CLB
Girls’ Friendly Society
Healer Prayer Group
Indoor Bowling Club

Mothers and Toddlers
Mothers’ Union

Still Active Club
Youth Club

Junior Youth Club
Badminton

Sewing Group

Beavers

Cubs

Ladies’ Circle
Brownies
Squirrels
Guides

Choir
Rainbows
Scouts

Day Time
Friday 7.30 pm
Tuesday 8.00 pm
Thursday 8.00 pm
Friday 7.00 pm
Friday 8.00 pm
Friday 8.00 pm
Tuesday 7.15 pm
Tuesday 7.15 pm
Monday 7.30 pm
Thursday 7.30 pm
Tuesday 10.00 am
2nd Wed. 8.00 pm
3rd Wed. 2.00 pm
Saturday 8.00 pm
Saturday 7.00 pm
Wednesday 7.30 pm
Thursday 10.00 am
SAINT COLUMBA’S

Day Time
Monday 6.30 pm
Monday 7.00 pm
4th Monday 8.00 pm
Tuesday 6.30 pm
Wednesday 6.30 pm
Thursday 6.30 pm
Sunday 10.15 am
Friday 6.30 pm
Friday 7.45 pm
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OUR ACTIVITIES

SAINT PATRICK’S

Venue

Tower
Choir Vestry
Choir Vestry

Parochial Hall
Parochial Hall
Parochial Hall
Minor Hall

Church Vestry
Parochial Hall
Parochial Hall
Parochial Hall
Minor Hall

Minor Hall

Parochial Hall
Parochial Hall
Parochial Hall
Parochial Hall

Contact

Mrs L McCullagh
Miss H Hughes
Mrs L Hughes
Mrs S Cardwell
Mr P Houston
Mrs K Black
Vacant

Mrs H Strain

Mr K Hughes
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OUR WORSHIP

ST PATRICK’S PARISH CHURCH

SUNDAY SERVICES
8.15 am
10.15 am 3rd Sunday in the month
11.30 am

1st Sunday in the month

Holy Communion
Family Service
Morning Prayer
Parish Communion
Evening Prayer
Holy Communion
Living Faith Service

Holy Communion

ST PATRICK’S, BALLYCLUG

Morning Prayer
Holy Communion

ST COLUMBA'S, DUNCLUG

6.30 pm
3rd Sunday in the month
4th Sunday in the month
EVERY WEDNESDAY
10.30 am
SUNDAY SERVICES
10.00 am
4th Sunday in the month
SUNDAY SERVICES
8.30 am 1st Sunday in the month
11.30 am

2nd Sunday in the month
3rd Sunday in the month

SUNDAY SCHOOLS

ST PATRICK’S
11.30 am Church

ST COLUMBA'’S
11.30 am Church

Holy Communion
Morning Prayer
Family Service
Family Communion

Leaders - Mrs L McLaughlin and Mr A Ross

Superintendent - Mrs S Foster

HOLY BAPTISM

At Sunday services by arrangement
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