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Sunday before Lent
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iy sprT
Quinquagesima
WELCOME God welcomes us as his worshipping community.
WORSHIP God’s amazing nature, which we struggle to

comprehend, draws us into worship.
PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Father God, as we gather in your presence may we
glimpse something of your glory, and as we meet you in
our worship may we be shaped into people who reflect
something of that glory in the world. Amen.

THIS WEEK

TODAY March magazine and Connor Connections available.

MONDAY St Columba’s Committee meeting - 7.45 pm.

TUESDAY Marriage preparation at 7.00 pm in Minor Hall.
Healer Prayer Group - 7.15 - 8.00 pm in Clergy
Vestry.
Bible Fellowship at 8.00 pm in Choir Vestry.

ASH Holy Communion in St Patrick’s at 10.30 am followed
WEDNESDAY by tea/coffee.
Service to mark beginning of Lent at 8.00 pm in St
Patrick’s.
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THURSDAY  Christianity Explored - Session 2 in Minor Hall
at 7.45 pm.

FRIDAY Women’s World Day of Prayer Service in St Columba’s
at 8.00 pm. The speaker is Mrs Joan Christie OBE,
Lord Lieutenant of Co Antrim. Everyone is most
welcome.
Annual C.L.B. Jumble Sale.
Ballyloughan Presbyterian Church will co-host with
Bhop (Ballymena house of prayer) lunch time prayers
of blessing for the town in Ballyloughan Presbyterian
Church - 12.45-1.30 pm. Please come and join us.

EACH WEEK

MINISTRY OF This takes place after the 11.30 am service
PRAYER and the 6.30 pm service in St Patrick’s.
PRAYER Team Leader - Eleanor Burnett,

SUPPORT Tel. No. 075 1736 5589.

ONGOING

LENT Our challenge - to engage with the good news of

Jesus by reading through the 16 chapters of St Mark
during the 40 days of Lent.

ST PATRICK’S Special appeal using St Patrick’s tide envelope to
TIDE support ministry especially addition of new curate -
see Parish Magazine.

REGISTER OF Please sign up if you have not already done so.
VESTRY
PERSONS

READINGS IN ST PATRICK’S
2 Peter 1:16-21 (Page 234)
St Matthew 17:1-9 (Page 17)

CHILDREN’S PRAYER

Dear God, help us to see things in a new light and to see %
much more. Amen.




SUNDAY BEFORE LENT - St Columba’s

2 March 2014
A reading from the Book of Genesis chapter 1 beginning at verse 1

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was
without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And
the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. And God said,
“Let there be light,” and there was light. And God saw that the light was
good. And God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light
Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there
was morning, the first day. And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the
midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” And
God made the expanse and separated the waters that were under the
expanse from the waters that were above the expanse. And it was so. And
God called the expanse Heaven. And there was evening and there was
morning, the second day. And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens
be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it
was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered
together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. And God said, “Let
the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing
fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind, on the earth.” And it
was so. The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according
to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each
according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. And there was
evening and there was morning, the third day. And God said, “Let there be
lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night.
And let them be for signs and for seasons, and for days and years, and let
them be lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the earth.”
And it was so. And God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule
the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. And God set
them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, to rule over
the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness.
And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was
morning, the fourth day. And God said, “Let the waters swarm with
swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the
expanse of the heavens.” So God created the great sea creatures and
every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarm, according
to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw
that it was good. And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply
and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” And
there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. And God said,
“Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds—
livestock and creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their
kinds.” And it was so. And God made the beasts of the earth according to
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their kinds and the livestock according to their kinds, and everything that
creeps on the ground according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.
Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let
them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the
heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every
creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” So God created man in his own
image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created
them. And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and
multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish
of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing
that moves on the earth.” And God said, “Behold, | have given you every
plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with
seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. And to every beast of the
earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the
earth, everything that has the breath of life, | have given every green plant
for food.” And it was so. And God saw everything that he had made, and
behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning,
the sixth day. Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the
host of them. And on the seventh day God finished his work that he had
done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had done.
So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested
from all his work that he had done in creation.

This is the word of the Lord
THANKS BE TO GOD

A reading from the Letter of St Paul to the Romans chapter 8 beginning
at verse 18

For | consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth
comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. For the creation
waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. For the
creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who
subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its
bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children
of God. For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together
in the pains of childbirth until now. And not only the creation, but we
ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait
eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. For in this
hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for
what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with
patience.

This is the word of the Lord
THANKS BE TO GOD
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