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Diocese of Connor - Parish of Kilconriola and Ballyclug

WHO’S WHO IN OUR PARISH
CLERGY
Rector
The Revd Mark McConnell
102 Galgorm Road, Ballymena (Tel 2565 2253)
Mobile No 077 5954 5932
Email mmcconnell60@yahoo.co.uk
Curate Assistant
The Revd Dennis Christie
6 Old Antrim Mews, Ballymena
Mobile No 075 0060 7448
Email revdennischristie@gmail.com

LAY READER
Mr J Perry, 261a Galgorm Road, Ballymena

YOUTH WORKERS
Lucy McLaughlin
3 The Commons, Broughshane
Tel 2586 1524
Mobile 077 5995 0497

Alan Ross
70 Maine Road, Shankbridge, Ballymena
Tel 2589 2740
Mobile 077 5991 6755

PARISH OFFICE
St Patrick’s Hall - Tel 2563 0741 E-mail - kilconriola@btconnect.com OR ballymena@connor.anglican.org
Web Site - ballymena.connor.anglican.org and Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/ballymenaparish
Open - Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings
PARISH ADMINISTRATOR: Mrs Lorraine McBride

CHURCHWARDENS
St Patrick’s
Ballyclug
St Columba’s
Glebe Wardens

Rector’s
People’s
Rector’s
People’s
Rector’s
People’s
Rector’s
People’s

Mr William Gillespie
Miss Gillian Gillespie
Mrs Letty Kettles
Mr Jackie Greer
Miss Elizabeth Peachey
Miss Marie Semple
Mr Kenneth Hughes
Mr Peter Chestnutt

SELECT VESTRY
Clergy, Church Wardens, Glebe Wardens and: Mr Alan Adair, Mr William Burnett, Mr Richard Cotter,
Mrs Anne Crawford, Mrs Debbie Crawford, Mr Ronnie Fleming, Mrs Mary Galbraith, Mr Les Hughes, Mr Alex
McKay, Mr Alex McNeill, Mr Richard Todd and Mrs Helen Weir.
Honorary Secretary:

Mr R Fleming

44 Meadowvale, Ballymena

Honorary Treasurer:

Mr R Cotter

6 Markstown Crescent, Cullybackey

Sextons:

St Patrick’s
St Columba’s

Mr John Linton
Vacant

Organists:

St Patrick’s

Mr Adrian Poston, Mr Frank Hewitt and
Dr Iris Millar
Vacant

St Columba’s
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Rectory
Ramblings
Does the name John S. B. Monsell mean anything to you? He was born in
Londonderry, educated in Dublin and became an Anglican minister in both
Ireland and England. He was rector of Ballycastle and St Nicolas’ Church,
Guildford. Both places have a direct family link to the McConnell Clan
(my granny was from Ballycastle and my son studied in Guildford). Rev.
Monsell was even chaplain to Queen Victoria for a short time. What
makes John Monsell famous (and all CLB members will be shouting this),
is for writing well over 300 hymns including ‘Fight the good fight’! Each
verse echoes a verse from one of the epistles:Verse 1 - 1 Tim. 6:12

‘Fight the good fight of faith,
lay hold on eternal life’.

Verse 2 - Heb. 12:1

‘Let us run with perseverance
the race marked out for us’.

Verse 3 - 1 Peter 5:7

‘Cast all anxiety on him,
for he cares for you’.

Verse 4 - Col. 3:11

‘Christ is all, and is in all.’

The hymn is a call to faithfulness and is a timely reminder that at a time
when some might be looking forward to not only a break from church, or,
even a break from God (the summer holidays) the opposite should be the
case. God (thank God) is never off duty, nor does he go on holiday. So
please remember as you enjoy your holidays to pack your faith and your
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Lord and bring him along. P.S. Clergy should never be on church roofs
(history buffs will work this out!). Have a great few months everyone and
I will leave the last work to Rev. Monsell - ‘All Christians should sing with
enthusiasm and joy, we are too distant and reserved in our praises’.

THE BELL
I KNOW WHO I AM
I am God's child. (John 1:12)
I am Christ's friend. (John 15:15)
I am united with the Lord. (1 Cor. 6:17)
I am bought with a price. (1 Cor. 6:19-20)
I am a saint (set apart for God). (Eph. 1:1)
I am a personal witness of Christ. (Acts 1:8)
I am the salt & light of the earth. (Matt. 5:13-14)
I am a member of the body of Christ. (1 Cor 12:27)
I am free forever from condemnation. (Rom. 8:1-2)
I am a citizen of Heaven. I am significant. (Phil. 3:20)
I am free from any charge against me. (Rom. 8:31-34)
I am a minister of reconciliation for God. (2 Cor. 5:17-21)
I have access to God through the Holy Spirit. (Eph. 2:18)
I am seated with Christ in the heavenly realms. (Eph. 2:6)
I cannot be separated from the love of God. (Rom. 8:35-39)
I am established, anointed, sealed by God. (2 Cor. 1:21-22)
I am assured all things work together for good. (Rom. 8: 28)
I have been chosen and appointed to bear fruit. (John 15:16)
I may approach God with freedom and confidence. (Eph. 3: 12)
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. (Phil. 4:13)
I am the branch of the true vine, a channel of His life. (John 15: 1-5)
I am God's temple (1 Cor. 3: 16 ). I am complete in Christ. (Col. 2:10)
I am hidden with Christ in God (Col. 3:3). I have been justified. (Romans
5:1)
I am God's co-worker (1 Cor. 3:9; 2 Cor 6:1). I am God's workmanship. (Eph.
2:10)
I am confident that the good works God has begun in me will be perfected.
(Phil. 1: 5)
I have been redeemed and forgiven. (Col. 1:14). I have been adopted as God's
child. (Eph. 1:5)
I belong to God
Do you know
who you are!?
God's child. (Eph. 1:5)
I belong to God
Do you know
who you are!?
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Parish
News
number for group preparation
times. Adult confirmations are
obviously different. If any adult
in the parish is interested in confirmation
please
let
Lorraine/Sandra in the office
know over the summer months.
We will make appropriate plans in
the autumn.

BIBLE READING NOTES
Daily Bread Bible Reading Notes
will be available at the back of
church from the beginning of July.
Any outstanding payments to the
treasurer as soon as possible
please.
CONFIRMATION INFORMATION

PARISH OFFICE
Just an update to say that it has
always been my practice to hold
teenage confirmations every other year. This ensures a good

The Parish Office will be closed
for the month of July.
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2 BEECHWOOD AVENUE
BALLYMENA
Wednesday 19th and Thursday 20th
September 2018
11.00 am – 3.00 pm
Proceeds in aid of
St Patrick’s Parish Church
Ballymena
ALL WELCOME
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Famous Prayers - Take 5
Thomas Moore (yes from the play and film ‘A man for
all seasons’ fell foul of the plans of King Henry VIII.
He was a man of brilliant mind and an engaging
orator. Along with his friend Erasmus, he was at the
forefront of learning, criticism of aspects of Catholicism and an advocate for political reform. This
prayer was written just a week before his death.

Give me, good Lord
Glorious God, give me grace to amend my life, and to have an eye
to my end without begrudging death, which to those who die in you,
good Lord, is the gate of a wealthy life.
And give me, good Lord, a humble, lowly, quiet, peaceful, patient,
charitable, kind, tender and pitiful mind. In all my works and all my
words and all my thoughts, to have a taste of your holy blessed spirit.
Give me, good Lord, a full faith, a firm hope and a fervent charity,
a love of you incomparably above the love of myself.
Give me, good Lord, a longing to be with you, not to avoid the
calamities of this world, nor so much to attain the joys of heaven,
as simply for love of you.
And give me, good Lord, your love and favour, which my love of you,
however great it might be, could not deserve were it not for your
great goodness.
These things good Lord, that I pray for, give me your grace to
labour for.
Amen.
7
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The ‘Three T’s’
3T’s COMING TO A LETTER BOX NEAR YOU!
Over July and August thanks to the faithfulness of our Magazine Delivery
Team, a special 3T’s leaflet should be coming your way. The concept of
this Parish wide initiative is simple.
1. If you are feeling that the gifts God has given you are not being put
to use in the Parish
We want to hear from you
2. If you have drifted away from active membership of the Parish
We would like to know why and to encourage you back if
appropriate
3. If you are wrestling with a matter of faith or conscience
We would like to discuss this and pray with you
4. If you have ideas for the future direction of our Parish alongside
our existing vision objectives
We want to hear about it
5. If you are in a position to increase your support to the Parish in
terms of Time, Talent or Treasure
We would love to encourage you to make this happen
9

The 3T’s Project will only bear any fruit if you all please take time to
read, complete and return your forms. These can be given back to your
Magazine Deliverer, handed in at the Church or Church Office – any way
possible.

If you know someone in your family, or, friendship group who might
respond to this project, please pass on a 3T’s leaflet on our behalf. If you
have time for this you can find time for our 3T’s Project – really.
Looking forward to hearing from you soon.
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A v�ew from the pew

Back Row - Vera Owens, Dick McCurdy, Eleanor Burnett, Hugo Bailie, Tom McIlroy,
June Giff, Jim Barr
Middle Row - Jean Cully, Evonne Stinson, George Leckey, Ann Ross, Dorri Doherty
Front Row - Heather Barr, Nell Bailie, Doreen Cowan, Martha Rainey, Mary Pedlow

The Tuesday Morning Team decided to celebrate their 21st Birthday by having
breakfast together. It also happened to be the birthday of one of the team - he
wasn’t broadcasting it - he’s the one second from left standing. So instead of a Big
Birthday Cake it was a Big Ulster Fry for all concerned.
11

Christian Aid
Week 2018
The total of our collections for Christian Aid Week is down on last year,
with £455.20 being donated at the two lunches, £1,114.40 coming in on
the plate at the three churches and £681.07 from the door-to-door
collection; a total of £2,250.67. However, last year was an exceptionally
good one and we must not forget the substantial sum that was collected
throughout the parish for Christian Aid back in January, when the government had agreed to match any money raised, pound for pound. January’s
total (even without the government’s contribution) together with what
was raised during Christian Aid Week would take us over the sum raised
in Christian Aid Week last year.
Whenever and wherever we have stretched out our hands to put money
on the plate our parish has, as always, been generous. Christian Aid is
always very appreciative of the generosity of all those moved to donate
to their work – and the recipients of any aid even more appreciative. As
we have seen in years past, and in the stories told this year, assistance
given to an individual in a community can have a tremendous affect on
their whole community as well as helping them to develop skills and
industry to sustain and educate their own families.
I would like to thank everyone who helped in any way with our effort this
year, including not only those who gave generously but also those who
prepared and served lunches, those who went out collecting and those
who helped count the money.
We have been wondering whether there might be other ways of raising
money during Christian Aid Week; activities that we could undertake
which might help raise awareness of Christian Aid and its work within the
general public as well as perhaps raising more money for that work. If
you have any brainwaves please give me a call on 2564 6701 or email me
at mer2201@ymail.com. This is a whole parish effort and ways of
involving more of our members from across all three churches working
together would be good. Our parish is, of course, just one of the groups
working within Ballymena, but it is a good way of working and witnessing
together.
Mary Campbell
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For primary school children
Monday 13th - Friday 17th August
3 - 6 pm
St Patrick’s Church, Castle Street
£2.00 per child
Games, arts and crafts, computers,
cooking, sports, DVD, snacks, tuck shop
Contact Lucy 077 5995 0497
to book a place
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The Curate’s
Letter
The Weaver
Any suffering that we might face in life, can be hard to understand and
hard to reason with. How often does life seem for us, and for those we
know well, to be so unfair. We might ask the question if we have a good
and loving God why must suffering occur at all? Tim Keller reminds us
that, "Just because you can't see or imagine a good reason why God might
allow something to happen doesn't mean there can't be one." As it says
in Isaiah 55:8-9 ‘For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your
ways my ways, declares the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your
thoughts’.
I came across this poem called 'The Weaver' which I thought I would share
with you.
My life is but a weaving
Between my God and me.
I cannot choose the colours
He weaveth steadily.
Oft’ times He weaveth sorrow;
And I in foolish pride
Forget He sees the upper
And I the underside.
Not ’til the loom is silent
And the shuttles cease to fly
Will God unroll the canvas
And reveal the reason why.
14

The dark threads are as needful
In the weaver’s skilful hand
As the threads of gold and silver
In the pattern He has planned
He knows, He loves, He cares;
Nothing this truth can dim.
He gives the very best to those
Who leave the choice to Him.

God Bless
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CHOIR NOTES
We recently joined with Glenravel choir
for their morning service which we all
thoroughly enjoyed. We were made very
welcome and enjoyed a cup of tea and
catchup afterwards. We were also gifted a beautiful clock to hang in our
choir vestry.

Practice is now finished for the summer months and we are off on Sunday
evenings. We are always on the lookout for new members so if you are
interested please speak to any of our members or you can come along to
practice when we return on Thursday 6th September from 8 - 9 pm.
New members are very welcome.
Sharon Doak
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MOTHERS AND TODDLERS GROUP
Everyone enjoyed the party in June even though we
had to say goodbye to some of our little ones who
are moving on to nursery school. We pass on our
thanks to Derek Bell for all the help he has given us
and welcome Rodney Gourley to the team of
helpers.
Donations given by the group
Macmillan Nurses Support Group
Good Morning Ballymena
NI Children’s Hospice
Radio Cracker
CMSI
St Patrick’s Church for heat and light

£
30
30
30
20
30
400

We start back again on 4th September.
Rota for September: -

DATE
4th Sept

11th Sept

18th Sept

25th Sept

NAME
Rosemary Stacey, Sandra McKay,
Jean Ross and Jean Cunningham
Bee Robinson
Alex McKay
Evonne Stinson, Eleanor Burnett,
Vera Owens and Marlene Gray
Mary Steele
Ray Burbage
Dorothy Hegan, (Isabel Halliday)/
Eva McCarthy, Vera Greer and
Sandra Duke
Ann Fisher
David Oliver and Rodney Gourley
Ruth Murray, Isabell Adair, Vivien
Gilmour and Kathleen Thompson
Liz Bodel
Davy Nelson
Dorothy (2589 2740), Anna, Anne,
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FUNCTION
Tea
Welcoming
Hall Set Up
Tea
Welcoming
Hall Set Up
Tea
Welcoming
Hall Set Up
Tea
Welcoming
Hall Set Up
Catherine, June

BEAVERS
June was a great month in Beavers, we got
out and about as much as possible! We
went to the Peoples Park to use the exercise equipment and climb trees.
Then we visited a dairy farm where we found out how cows were milked
and watched the cows getting washed and ready for Ballymena Show!

We finished the season with a family night at Slemish. The Beavers all
climbed to the top with great ease then back down for our BBQ and badge
award ceremony. Thank you to everyone who came along to join in the
fun.
We hope everyone has a a great summer break and we will see you all
back at Beavers on Monday 10th September!
If anyone is interested in joining Beavers please give us a call! We meet
on Monday evenings from 6.30 - 7.30 pm at St Columba’s for children aged
between 6 - 8. See us on www.facebook.com/ballymenabeavers/.
Lise, Keith and Helen 077 9001 2356
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THE STILL ACTIVE CLUB
Another year in the life of the
Still Active Club has come and
gone. We have had a variety of activities at our monthly
meetings. Guest speakers have included three ladies from an
organisation called ‘Syriaid’ which provides humanitarian aid and support
to Syria’s refugees living in camps in Greece, James Perry talking about
his experiences during his year as High Sheriff of County Antrim and
Granny’s spoons who make jewellery from old silver spoons. We’ve had
a couple of hands on sessions, one trying our hand at making Christmas
table decorations guided by Etta O’Hara and another making balloon dogs
under the supervision of Reverend Amanda Adams.
We also had a Quiz and a Bring and Buy Sale and we had our Christmas
Dinner with entertainment provided by Cambridge House pupils. As usual
there were two outings – a theatre visit in January to see the musical ‘My
Fair Lady’ and in May we went to Aunt Sandra’s Sweet factory in East
Belfast and on to Bangor for shopping with tea in Hollywood Parish Church
on the way home.
I would like to thank some people – Reverend Dennis for faithfully coming
along each month, John the Caretaker and Lorraine and Sandra in the
office, the Committee who are hard working and supportive and our
members who show great spirit. This year we lost two members – Georgie
Grier and Jean McClean. We are thinking of Mary Pedlow, Valerie Finlay,
Agnes Montgomery, Jean Letters and others who we hope will enjoy
improved health and we are delighted to see Adelaide recovering well
from her hip replacement surgery.
Have a good, safe summer and maybe some new Parish members will
come and join us when we resume in September.
Isabel Halliday
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Our Children's Week ‘Superheroes’ was a great success. The children
enjoyed coming each night on their Superhero adventure. The whole
week centred around our memory verse Romans 5:8 ‘But God showed his
love for us that while we were still sinners Christ died for us’. It all
started on Day 1 with the disciples leaving their nets to follow Jesus
because he is the real hero and we need to follow him. Day 2 told of
Jesus healing the paralysed man and we learned that Jesus’ greatest
super power is that he can forgive all sin. Day 3 - Jesus true identity, the
promised rescuing king - how we should open our eyes to see the wonder
of Jesus. Day 4 - Jesus great rescue - dying on the cross to save us. Day
5 we were living for the hero and learning about our greatest treasure in
heaven. But the most important thing of all is Jesus is the only real
Superhero.
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On Saturday 16th June we had our family fun night with over 150 people
in attendance. It was great to see so many people and the rain managed
to stay away. Special thanks to Liz and Les Hughes for the BBQ, William
Allen Meats for the sausages, Bobby Cotter for the rolls, Rascals Bouncy
Castles, Smudges Face Painting, Pathway Adventure Activities, Bannside
Search and Rescue and to all our leaders who helped.
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On Sunday 17th June we had our finale of Superheroes at the Children's
Day service. The children sang their songs from the week and received
their Sunday School prizes and rewards. Gillian Millar gave a talk and a
cheque was presented to Jen Christie for over £900 for the CMSI project
Crossing Bridges.
The following awards were presented:Minnie McAuley Cup for best overall in the Junior Sunday School
Jack Gillespie
Magee Cup for runner up in the Junior Sunday School
Rebecca and Curtis McKeown
McKervill Cup for best overall in the Senior Sunday School
Josh and Jude Crawford
Stuart Dixon Memorial Cup for runner up in the Senior Sunday School
Ellie Mayo
Robert Adair Cup for best overall in Fusion
Abby Christie/Erin McConnell
Youth Shield for best overall youth
Ellen Mitchell
Lauren Minford Memorial Cup for good attendance, engaging well in
activities and great progress throughout the year
Zach Greer
Darren Rodgers Memorial Cup for young leaders
Celine, Joshua, Kurtis Mitchell
22
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Thank you to everyone who helped with Children's Week and the Fun
Night. Also thanks to our Sunday School teachers. Thanks to Helen for
her artwork, all her photos and for keeping facebook and the website up
to date. Thank you also to Lorraine and Sandra in the office and
John who do a lot to help behind the scenes. Everyone works together
and as a parish we are blessed to have a great team.
On Wednesday 20th June leaders from all organizations within the parish
came together for a meal at Rococo. We thanked them all for their time
and commitment throughout the year and wished them all a restful
summer.
Anyone willing to help with the Summer Scheme please contact Lucy.
Children's Church will take place every Sunday throughout the summer
months during the 11.30 am service. This is a time for the children to
have their own time to come over to the hall for arts/crafts, stories,
singing, snacks and games.
Well done to those who
participated in the ‘Darkness to Light Walk’. The
Youth Club presented a
cheque for £500 to Trudi
from Turning Point. The
money will go towards a
new app.
Youth Club starts again on
Saturday 8th September from 7 - 8 pm for Juniors primary school age 50 pence and 8 - 10 pm for seniors secondary school age - £1. Anyone
wanting to become a member must bring their parents/guardians/carers
on the first night to register. Sunday School will start again on Sunday
2nd September. We would love to see anyone from 4 years of age.
Anyone willing to help with any organizations, Sunday School or Youth
Club or anyone wanting to complete Duke of Edinburgh or any volunteer
work please speak to Lucy or Alan.
Have a great summer.
Lucy
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STARTING DATES (September)
St Patrick’s
ORGANISATION

DATE

Sunday School
C.L.B.
G.F.S.

Sunday 2nd
Friday 7th
Tuesday 4th
(Registration)
Resume 11th
Saturday 9th
Wednesday 12th
Tuesday 4th

Youth Club
Badminton
Mums and Toddlers

St Columba’s
Guides
Brownies
Rainbows
Cubs
Scouts
Beavers
Squirrels

Tuesday 18th
Tuesday 18th
Friday 14th
Thursday 13th
Friday 14th
Monday 10th
Wednesday 19th
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HOLY BAPTISM

10th June

Leo Anthony
Stephen Moore

207 Ballymoney Road,
Ballymena

CHRISTIAN BURIAL

8th June

Maud Clarke

Camphill Nursing Home,
Ballymena

Maud was born on 16th March 1929. She lived and worked in Kilkenny and
then moved to Manchester where she met her husband to be Ernie.
Homesickness, however, meant that they came back to Northern Ireland
and settled in Ballymena where their daughter Audrey was born. Maud
was a wonderful wife, mother, grandmother and great grandmother who
loved and cared for all of her family. She would always be there when
they needed her and was delighted when she was called upon to look
after her grandchildren and great grandchildren. Maud will be deeply
missed by her sorrowing husband Ernie, her daughter and son-in-law, her
brother and sister and all of her grandchildren and great grandchildren
to whom we extend our sincere sympathy at this sad time.
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OUR ACTIVITIES
SAINT PATRICK’S
Bellringers
Bible Fellowship
Church Choir
Church Lads’ Brigade
YBC
JTC
CLB
Girls’ Friendly Society
Healer Prayer Group
Indoor Bowling Club
Mothers and Toddlers
Mothers’ Union
Still Active Club
Men’s Fellowship
Junior Youth Club
Senior Youth Club
Badminton
Sewing Group

Day

Time

Venue

Friday
Tuesday
Thursday

7.30 pm
8.00 pm
8.00 pm

Tower
Choir Vestry
Choir Vestry

Friday
Friday
Friday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Monday
Thursday
Tuesday
2nd Wed.
3rd Wed.
1st Thursday
Saturday
Saturday
Wednesday
Thursday

7.00 pm
8.00 pm
8.00 pm
7.15 pm
7.15 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
10.00 am
8.00 pm
2.00 pm
7.30 pm
7.00 pm
8.00 pm
7.30 pm
10.00 am

Parochial Hall
Parochial Hall
Parochial Hall
Minor Hall
Church Vestry
Parochial Hall
Parochial Hall
Parochial Hall
Minor Hall
Minor Hall
Minor Hall
Parochial Hall
Parochial Hall
Parochial Hall
Parochial Hall

SAINT COLUMBA’S
Beavers
Cubs
Ladies’ Circle
Brownies
Guides
Squirrels
Senior Guides
Rainbows
Scouts

Day

Time

Contact

Monday
Thursday
4th Monday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Tuesday
Friday
Friday

6.30
6.45
8.00
6.30
6.30
6.30
6.30
6.30
7.45

Mrs L McCullagh
Mrs H Clarke
Mrs L Hughes
Mrs K Black
Mrs K Black
Mr P Houston
Mrs K Black
Mrs H Strain
Mr K Hughes
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pm
pm
pm
pm
pm
pm
pm
pm
pm

OUR WORSHIP
ST PATRICK’S PARISH CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES
8.15 am
10.00 am
11.30 am
1st Sunday in the month
6.30 pm
3rd Sunday in the month
4th Sunday in the month

Holy Communion
New Life Service
Morning Prayer
Parish Communion
Evening Prayer
Holy Communion
Living Faith Service

EVERY WEDNESDAY
10.30 am

Holy Communion

ST PATRICK’S, BALLYCLUG
SUNDAY SERVICES
10.00 am
4th Sunday in the month

Morning Prayer
Holy Communion

ST COLUMBA'S, DUNCLUG
SUNDAY SERVICES
8.30 am
11.30 am

1st Sunday in the month
2nd Sunday in the month
3rd Sunday in the month

Holy Communion
Morning Prayer
Family Service
Family Communion

SUNDAY SCHOOLS
ST PATRICK’S
10.00 am

Church

Leaders - Mrs L McLaughlin and Mr A Ross

ST COLUMBA’S
11.30 am

Church

Superintendent - Mrs S Foster

HOLY BAPTISM
At Sunday services by arrangement
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